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At Cal Arts Maria studied performance art, instrument building, and world music.  In 1981 
she built Orgatorium, an original musical performance apparatus, consisting  of chimes and 
drums constructed from industrial materials. Orgatorium presentations “A Concert on the 
Pipe Organ” and “Across America/Made in Berlin” were included in the 1984 Cal Arts 
Contemporary Music Festival  and Cal Arts in Town.  These productions used medieval music 
transcriptions, chance procedures, music concrete, tape manipulation, structured improvisation 

and new notation systems.  Continuing with interdisciplinary endeavors for her MFA, Maria focused on Balinese arts, 
a culture dedicated to integrating performing and visual arts.  In 1986 with the intention of creating a new generation of 
shadow theater, Maria left for Bali to learn the material needed to perform Balinese shadow theater.  Upon returning in 
1988, she founded Bali & Beyond, an ensemble of Los Angeles artists inspired by the cultures of Indonesia.  Since then 
she continues to develop and present traditional shadow play and Gamelan music programs.  She also produces original 
theater creations, and shares her varied cultural offerings with audiences throughout the United States and Canada.
  

Shadow Creations - 1988 to Present
"Alice in the Shadows" - Creative Western Shadow Theater

"The Mahabarata in Shadows" - Balinese Wayang Kulit Shadow Play
Cal State Northridge, Teenage Drama Workshop - "James and the Giant Peach"

BRC Imagineering "Warehouse of the Four Winds" Sentosa Island, Singapore 
Walt Disney/Hollywood Pictures, "Camp Nowhere" 

Warner Brothers/United Artists, "Wild Bill" 
Boeing Aerospace national advertisement 

Grants and Honors
•	 Durfee Foundation - Artist Resource for Completion Grant to present a full length performance of "Alice 
	 in the Shadows" and expand the ensemble for the Regional Puppetry Festival in Phoenix [June 24, 2004] 
• 	 Department of Cultural Affairs - City of Los Angeles [1994 to Present]
	 Six Artist in Residence Grants to present the Art and Craft of Shadow Theater  
	 Seven Regional Artist Grants to produce traditional Balinese Shadow Theater and "Alice in the Shadows"
•	 Department of Cultural Affairs - City of Los Angeles - Producer Celebrate Puppetry Festival [2004 to Present]
• 	 Youth Arts Services - Department of Cultural Affairs - City of Los Angeles [1998-2002]
	 Five Consecutive Artist residencies of Making Shadow Characters
• 	 California Council for the Humanities Mini Grant - L.A. County Arts Open House [2001] to present 
	 Shadow Play and Gamelan 'Informances' 
•  	 Puppeteers of America Endowment Grant - "Alice in the Shadows" [1999, 2001, 2007]
•  	 Brody Arts Fund for Individual Artists, California Community Foundation [1999]
•  	 Los Angeles Guild of Puppetry - Past President [1999-2000] 
•  	 Fulbright Scholarship and Indonesian Government Study Fellowship, Bali,  Indonesia [1986-88]

Performances - Lectures - Workshops 1985 to Present [partial list]
Eastman School of Music, Univ of Cincinnati, Oberlin Coll, Univ of Calgary 

Edinboro Univ of PA, Haverford Coll, St Olaf Coll, Evergreen State Coll, Penn State, UNLV 
Kent State, Arizona State, Univ of Wisconsin Superior, Central Michigan Univ, UCLA, UCSB

Other Teaching Experience
•  California State Summer School for the Arts - full time faculty member (1991-Present)
•  The Heart Project, Residency Artist - Making Shadow Characters (1996 + 2002])

Education 1978 to 1988
•  MFA, BFA California Institute of the Arts, Valencia CA - Interdisciplinary Art/Music [1980-1988]

•  Sekolah Tinggih Seni Indonesia [Indonesian Performing Arts Academy], Bali - Theater/Music [1986-1988]
•  Hochschuler Der Kunste [College of Art], Berlin Germany - Music [1982-1983]

•  AA Saddleback College,  Mission Viejo CA - Fine Art [1978-1980]


